
 

 
 
December 15, 2025 
 
Representative Tom Kean, Jr. 
251 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Representative Bonnie Watson Coleman 
168 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representatives Kean and Watson Coleman, 
 
On behalf of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Coalition, we thank you for introducing the Upper Raritan River 
Watershed Wild and Scenic River Study Act (H.R. 5852). We strongly express our collective support for 
this bill. The Wild and Scenic Rivers Coalition is a national alliance of more than 60 river protection 
organizations. Our Coalition members urge Congress to support and advance this legislation, along with 
other Republican-led and bipartisan supported river protection bills, as part of a package that recognizes 
the clean drinking water, economic, and recreation benefits healthy rivers provide to the American 
people. 
 
The Partnership Wild and Scenic River study process is a unique model that centers local communities, 
their needs, and their vision for conserving and managing exceptional rivers. We agree that the Upper 
Raritan River system supports diverse ecosystems, provides clean drinking water, sustains farmland and 
forestland, enhances recreational and cultural opportunities throughout the region, and should be 
added to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Your legislation directing the National Park Service 
to conduct a feasibility study is the first step in that process. 
 
We again thank you for championing this legislation and strongly support its advancement through the 
legislative process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Lisa Ronald, National Coordinator, Wild and Scenic Rivers Coalition 
 



On behalf of the following Wild and Scenic River Coalition member organizations: 
 
Jack West, Special Projects Director, Alabama Rivers Alliance, Birmingham, AL 
 
Will Harlan, Southeast Director and Senior Scientist, Center for Biological Diversity, Asheville, NC 
 
Karla Rossini, Executive Director, CU Maurice River, Millville, NJ 
 
Alison Sommers-Sayre, Executive Director, Delaware River Greenway Partnership, Stockton, NJ 
 
Aimee Petras, Executive Director, Farmington River Watershed Association, Simsbury, CT 
 
Jann Dorman, Executive Director, Friends of the River, Sacramento, CA 
 
Fred Akers, Operations Manager, Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association, Newtonville, NJ 
 
Dr. Denielle Perry, Associate Professor, Director, Northern Arizona University, Free-flowing Rivers Lab, 
Flagstaff, AZ 
 
Grant Werschkull, Co-Executive Director, Smith River Alliance, Crescent City, CA 
 
Harry Bailey, Council Chair, Taunton River Stewardship Council, Taunton, MA 
 
Kristina Rylands, Watershed Director, Upper Merced River Watershed Council, Mariposa, CA 
 
Jennie Smith, Executive Director, West Virginia Rivers Coalition, Charleston, WV 
 
Shane Morgan, Program Director, White Clay Watershed Association, Landenberg, PA 


